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SEPTEMBER 
 

Sept 5, 1 - 4 pm, Skip-Bo at Community Building 
 

Sept 8, 9 am - LW Golf Tournament at Hodge Park 
 

Sept 10, 12 noon, Retiree’s Meeting at Comm. Bldg. 
 

Sept 10, 7 pm, Men’s Club Meeting at Comm. Bldg. 
 

Sept 10, 6:30 - 9 pm, Women’s Club Directory 
Photo and Meeting AT SOUTH PARK 
 

Sept 11, 7 pm, HOA Board Mtng at the Comm. Bldg.  
 

Sept 12, 1 - 4 pm, Skip-Bo at Comm. Bldg. 
 

Sept 12, 7 pm, City Council Mtng at Comm. Bldg.  
 

Sept 15, 8 am until gone, FREE FOOD in Chinn 
School Parking Lot 
 

Sept 15, NEWS Submissions due 
 

Sept 19, 1 - 4 pm, Skip-Bo at Community Building 
 

Sept 20, 6:30 pm, Recycling Talk by Matt Riggs, 
MARC, at Community Building, sponsored by HOA 
 

Sept 21, 12:30 pm, Ladies Luncheon Group lunch 
at Trezo Mare (Briarcliff) 
 

Sept 22, 5 pm, 300 BLOCK PARTY in 333 back-
yard (time and location tentative) 
 

Sept 22, 5:30 pm, 800 BLOCK PARTY 
 

Sept 24, 6:30 pm, Women’s Club Board Meeting, 
at Community Building 
 

Sept 26, 1 - 4 pm, Skip-Bo at Community Building 

   
SNEAK PEEK                    

OCTOBER 
 

Oct 7, 4 pm, 200 BLOCK PARTY in 229 driveway 
 

Oct 13, 9 am - 2 pm, Fall Clean-up 
 

Oct 27, time TBD, Trunk or Treat and Project 
Warmth Coat/Blanket Collection at South Park, 
sponsored by the Women’s Club 
 

Clockwise from top left:  KCPL employee Sandi Garrison (in blue shirt) conducted a free en-
ergy audit for lake residents Gary & Frankie Fiddler - contact Sandi at 816-694-5474 to set 
up a free audit for your home;  Nancy & Larry Van Cleave had their photo taken at the Hot 
Dam Party on August 18th (photo courtesy of Sheryl Gassman); little Amara Overley held on 
tight to her pony’s saddlehorn while dad Jaes & mom Melanie watched from the sidelines;  
Beth Ruckman with granddaughter (and cute cowgirl) Ava.  Banner photo:  Craig Johns de-
signed the Hot Dam Party’s ‘World Records Are Hard’ t-shirts!  Great job, Craig! 
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By Jim Hopper, Association President 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Articles submitted by residents & 
published in the Lake Waukomis News are not nec-
essarily the views & opinions of the Lake Waukomis 
Association.   

OFFICIALS 

Association Directors  

Executive Board 
Jim Hopper, President, (741-2467) 
Dale Crouch, Exec. Vice-President (389-9984) 
Terry Hoog, Vice-President/Sgt. At Arms, (728-3523) 
Laura Church, Secretary/Treasurer (587-9281) 
 

 Community Appearance - Teddi Wolff (587-2139)  
 Community Building - Terry Hoog (728-3523) 
 Conservation - Ed Landis (741-0600) & Tyler Shaw (810-1555) 
 Deed of Restrictions/By-laws - Laura Church (587-9281) 

& Ed Landis (741-0600) 
 Dock Placement -  Les Petersen (913-626-8573) & Dale 

Crouch (389-9984) 
 Ecology/Environment Efforts - Sandi Garrison (694-5474) 
 4th of July Oversight - Frank Ellis (741-3697), Dale 

Crouch (389-9984), & Teddi Wolff (587-2139) 
 Newsletter - Teddi Wolff (587-2139) 
 Parkways/Unplatted Property - Bill Ruckman (726-3299)  
 Silt Management - Frank Ellis (741-3697) 
 Stormwater - Jim Hopper (741-2467) 
 Trailer Park - Dale Crouch (389-9984) & Sandi Garrison 

(694-5474) 
 Water Quality/Zebra Mussels - Cindy Law (868-2912) 
 Admin. Coordinator, Donna Rhodus  (741-2079) 

City Officials 
 

Dennis Todd, Mayor/Administration (587-1923) 
Bill Massock, Interim Chief of Police/Public Safety Director 
Jennifer Miller, City Clerk (741-2079) 
Mike Gibbany, Operations Manager / Maintenance (316-6262); 
Ed Landis, Maintenance (741-0600)  

John Wurzer, Ward I - Maintenance/Treasurer (913-486-5642) 
Jeff Libby, Ward I - Public Safety (863-6987) 
John Douglas, Ward II - Mayor pro tem/Administration/Dam 
(741-2670) 
Debora Hankinson, Ward II - Parks/I.T. (303-884-3051) 

Newsletter Staff 
 

Teddi Wolff, Editor/Photographer (587-2139) 
Email address:  teddi.wolff@gmail.com 
Distribution Assistance:  Frankie Fiddler 
 

Lake Waukomis Website - www.lakewaukomis.org 

In theory all summers are the same length, but somehow this summer 
seemed to pass at record speed.  Within days we will be celebrating 
Labor Day with the traditional outdoor activities and cookouts.  Labor 
Day has its heritage from the Industrial Revolution during the manu-
facturing boom.  People were working 12-hour days, seven days a 
week, in poor and unsafe conditions.  By the 1880’s, several states 
had recognized the first Monday of September as a time to celebrate 
the American worker.  In 1894, after a disastrous response to settle a 
railroad strike in Illinois, Grover Cleveland signed legislation establish-
ing Labor Day as a national holiday.  Today Labor Day symbolizes the 
end of summer as the vacation season ends, kids are back in school, 
and community swimming pools close.  Fortunately, we live on a lake 
that does not close just because it’s September 3, 2018.  We have 
weeks of lake activity left as the first day of fall does not arrive until the 

third week of September.  For the hardier souls, our lake never closes. 

During the month of August your board approved an offer from Crown 

Castle concerning the cell tower.  September of 2016, we were ap-

proached by Crown Castle with the possibility of modifying the existing 

tower to add Verizon and make room for a third cellular phone provid-

er at a later date.  Shortly after the initial offer, talks broke down with 

little discussion for eighteen months.   January of this year, talks 

picked up and resulted in a new proposal to install a new cell tower 35 

feet taller than the existing tower.   The taller tower would accommo-

date a second provider, Verizon, and have the capacity for a third pro-

vider at some point.  Once the new tower is online, the original tower 

will be decommissioned and removed.   The addition of Verizon will 

require an increased footprint of 468 square feet at the base of the 

tower.  Because of advanced technology, the Verizon equipment will 

be located outside and be shielded from view by an eight-foot color 

appropriate fence.  The tower itself will also be camouflaged to match 

the surrounding area.  This arrangement gives Crown Castle the op-

tion to install a facility with greater capacity.  Once the option is exer-

cised and construction begins, the Association stands to benefit from 

a one-time option payment and signing bonus totaling 40K plus an 

annual rent increase of 13.9K that increases 3% year over year.       

CITY AND ASSOCIATION OFFICE HOURS 
 

City Office Hours 

 (City Clerk - Jennifer Miller) 

Monday thru Thursday - 8:30 am to 1:30 pm 

Friday - Closed 
 

Association Office Hours                                                              

(Admin. Coordinator - Donna Rhodus)                                                              

Tuesday - 5 pm to 7 pm / Friday - 9 am to 12 noon 
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It is getting close to the end of the 2018 summer season. The 

community has been able to enjoy another Hot Dam Party and 

many thanks to the Men’s Club for putting this together. There 

also are the preparations by everyone for the last big summer 

celebration: Labor Day weekend. During this time, we take a mo-

ment to be thankful for the jobs we have and the opportunity to 

work in such a great Country. 

There have been several challenges in the City since the last 

Mayor’s Message. Whether it was the KCMO Pumping Station 

failure in July, or the recent storm in August that knocked down 

power lines and caused blackouts in our City, our residents have 

pulled together to support each other in getting through these 

challenges. I wish to thank all residents for your patience and 

understanding. 

There are also positive happenings in our City as well. We are 

getting closer to having the final phase of the South Park Ballfield 

Renovations getting completed. The stormwater improvements in 

the 800 block are near completion which will allow for the 

planned road repaving project in 2019. The City has coordinated 

with Platte Woods Police Department to give increased coverage 

of our community, which will provide a greater sense of protection 

for our residents. The reline of the 800-block sewer piping has 

started and will most likely be completed by the 1st of November.   

Your Board of Aldermen, Interim Police Chief, City Clerk, and 

Operations Manager work daily to address the needs of this City. 

From answering messages and questions, to processing invoices 

and issuing statements, your City Clerk, Jennifer Miller, works for 

you. Your Interim Police Chief, Bill Massock, works diligently to 

ensure that Lake Waukomis is a safer community for all resi-

dents. Your Operations Manager, Mike Gibbany, spends count-

less hours working to keep pump stations functioning, water and 

sewer lines flowing, and overall maintenance of the City being 

preserved. Your Board, consisting of Alderwoman Debora 

Hankinson, Alderman Jeff Libby, Alderman John Wurzer, and 

Alderman John Douglas, works many thankless hours serving the 

needs of Lake Waukomis, striving to make this City one of the 

best communities in the Northland. This team of individuals is 

whom I want to thank this upcoming Labor Day weekend. They 

are your team and I am proud to be working with them.  

 

Wishing you all a safe and happy Labor Day weekend. 

  

 

by Mayor Dennis Todd 
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BALLFIELDS RENOVATION PROJECT 
 PHASE 2 STARTING SOON! 

 
The City of Lake Waukomis is putting together final logistics for 
starting the much anticipated ball fields renovation project.  This 
phase of the project will focus on re-leveling and reseeding the 
outfields as well doing maintenance on the infields.  Phase one 
included new fines on the infields and construction of a new back-
stop on Ballfield #2. Thanks again to Mike Gibbany and the Men's 
Club, pictured below, hard at work! 
 
Work on the outfields is expected to start the week of August 
20th.  The City will not be taking any additional reservations for the 
ballfields after Aug 20th.  The shelters can still be rented, however, 
for picnics and other activities. The walking trail will also remain 
accessible during most of the work.    
 
Once the fields are leveled, we will be reseeding them.  At that 
point in time (early-mid September) we will create barricades 
to remind everyone to stay off the fields until the grass takes 
hold.  It will be a couple of months at least that we will need every-
one to stay off the fields. We apologize for the inconvenience.     
 
This project is being funded by the City of Lake Waukomis, the 
HOA, and a grant from the Platte County Parks and Recreation 
Department.  Volunteers will be helping out as well so, like most 
projects around the lake, it’s a real community effort! 
 
Thanks in advance for your support and cooperation as we work to 
improve the South Park Ballfields.  
 
Regards, 
Debora Hankinson 
South Shore Alderwoman 
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             Office: Call 816-741-2071 
Dispatcher (non-emergency): Call 816-858-3521 

Emergency:  Call 911 
Email – lakewaukomispd@kc.rr.com  

The Cop’s Corner column is on temporary hiatus. 

LAKE WAUKOMIS NEWS 

Calls for Service 13 

Reports  

    Alarm 1 

     Disturbance 1 

     Information 1 

     Medical Emergency 3 

     Stealing 1 

LW Assisting Other 
Agencies 

7 

Other Agencies 
Assisting LW 

2 

Residence Checks 142 

Car Stops 11 

Traffic Warnings 2 

Tickets 9 

    Turn Signal 1 

     Drivers License 1 

     Insurance 1 

     Stop Sign 3 

     Registration 1 

     Failed to Yield 1 

     Speed 1 
THIS SMARTPHONE FEATURE COULD 

SAVE YOUR LIFE 
by Juliana Labianca in Reader’s Digest, Sept. 2018, p. 44 

 

It happens too often:  An unresponsive patient arrives at the emer-

gency room, and doctors don’t know the person’s name or medical 

history or how to contact the next of kin.  The person’s phone - which 

could provide at least some that information - is password protected.   

But there’s a simple solution, and it’s woefully underused.  It’s called 

Medical ID, and it’s a free smartphone feature or app that allows first 

responders to access your emergency contacts and medical infor-

mation without having your passcode.  Once you set it up, all they 

have to do is tap Emergency (or In Case of Emergency) on your 

phone’s locked home screen or passcode prompt screen. 

If you use an iPhone:  Locate the built-in Health app - it’s the one 

with the pink heart on a white background.  Tap Medical ID, then tap 

Create Medical ID and fill in your information.  If you have no aller-

gies and take no medications, enter “none known” or “none” so first 

responders won’t wonder whether you skipped the question.  Then 

tap Done. 

If you use an Android phone:  Some phones may come with their 

own Medical ID feature;  check your user manual.  If yours doesn’t, 

download the Medical ID (Free) app.  Its icon has a bright red star 

on a white background.  Open the app, and you’ll see a profile for 

“John Doe.”  Tap Edit and answer each question.  When you’re 

done, tap the check mark. 

 

Services rendered:  Briar Clippery Dog Grooming - 305 N. Shore Drive.  Small 
and medium dogs.  Lake Waukomis resident.  Also, need thick used bath towels - 
will pay up to $2 per towel. 587-7393. 
 

Services rendered:  Goeden's Dock Service.  New Dock Construction / All Dock 
Repair / Removal.  Flotation Installation. Prompt and Courteous Service.  Work 
Guaranteed. Steve Goeden 816-308-1789.  
 

Services rendered:  In need of foundation repair (settlement, waterproofing, or 
wall movement)?  We do it all.  Call Curtis Bramble - lake resident, 816-918-6963 
or email curt4533@gmail.com.  
 

Services rendered:  Lawn care and labor services - cheap reliable adult. Call 816
-695-2901 or 816-315-0119.    
 

Services rendered:  Need a night out or a day off? I'm a babysitter you can trust 
with Red Cross Babysitting and AHA CPR certifications. Shawn Walden 816-587-
0008. References available on request.  
 

Services rendered:  16 year old lake resident available for babysitting, daytime 
child care in the summer, and house/pet sitting.  Safe driver with own vehi-
cle.  CPR and rescue breathing trained.  Can transport children if needed.  Call 
Abby at 816-309-7187.  
 

Services rendered:  General Contractor and Disaster Relief Company, 
www.globalresponseteam.com; Painting, Flooring, Roofing, Mold Damage, Water 
Damage, Fire Damage, Foundation Repair, All Other Repairs. 816-986-0149 /   
913-375-5086. 
 

Services rendered:  Professional automotive, residential and commercial window 
tinting.  Call Liz (lake resident) at Tintsmith 816-436-4333. 
 

.Services rendered:  I am a Northland resident (a few blocks north of Lake Wau-
komis) who spent 25 years fixing people’s computers at the Kansas City Star.  I 
still enjoy that work in retirement.  Give me a call.  You’ll get an honest repair 
assessment and reasonable rates.  KC TechFriend, Rob Perschau, 816-516-9693. 
 

Services rendered:  Check Out your fellow Lake Waukomian's new website with 
lots of informative articles to help you support your immune system.  Feel better 
with the right product and guidance for your ailment.  I offer Free consultation , 
Professional Quality Supplements, Herbs and Homeopathic's BELOW RE-
TAIL!   Check out this informative website at  physicianholistic.com  then contact 
Lisa via email OR call (816) 656-5025, 12 to 4 weekdays, with your questions.   
 

Lost:  2 boat oars - larger one is black & chrome, smaller one is yellow & chrome.  
Blew off my dock at 1112 S Shore on June 6th.  Call Ron Barnett 816-209-2634.  
 

For sale:  Boat for sale on Lake Waukomis. 18 ft Lake Raider pontoon boat with 
Nissan motor, runs good.  $2800.00 OBO.  Call Mark, 817-368-2923 or 
email marks1206@yahoo.com. 
   

Note from the Editor:  I inadvertently left out the results from the 
Margarita Contest in the July NEWS Special 4th of July Section.  

 

MARGARITA CONTEST WINNERS 
 

Margarita Madness Chairs Jaes and Melanie Overley reported 
that Stacey Schmidt’s El  Waco Juice entry won the Judge’s 
Choice Award and Jansen Fredal’s 43DD entry won the Peo-
ple’s Choice Award.  Thank you to all the contest participants 
and congratulations to the winners! 

mailto:lakewaukomispd@kc.rr.com
tel:816-286-9605
tel:(816)%20587-0008
tel:(816)%20309-7187
http://physicianholistic.com/
mailto:marks1206@yahoo.com


 

 

by Steve Burger, President 
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Twenty-two retirees were present at our August meeting to 
enjoy a potluck lunch and hear Mayor Dennis Todd give a 
report of many issues facing the city.  Mayor Todd said he 

plans to provide the Retirees with a quarterly update. 

Then our featured speaker, Lake resident Kenny Kieser, took 
us back 25 years as he had us relive the Missouri Great 
Flood of 1993. His pictures, many from his book, Great Flood 
of 1993, told the whole story.  Donna Rhodus was the draw-

ing winner of his book.   

Our next meeting is Monday, Sept. 10 (a week late due to 
Labor Day).  Our program will be Lake resident Karyn Wal-
denForrest sharing in pictures her mission trip to Nairobi, 
Kenya. The group worked in orphanages, schools and other 
places reaching out to children and others.   
 

Now some cool humor as we move toward fall, from Ida Clayton: 
 

CHILDREN ARE QUICK: 
 

Teacher: Why are you late?  Student: Class started before I got here. 
 

Teacher: John, why are you doing your math multiplication on the 
floor?  John:  You told me to do it without using tables. 
 

Teacher:  Glen, how do you spell 'crocodile?'  Glen: K-R-O-K-O-D-I-
A-L.  Teacher, no, that's wrong.  Glenn:  Maybe it is wrong, but you 
asked me how I spell it. 
 

Teacher:  Donald, what is the chemical formula for water?  Donald: 
H I J K L M N O.  Teacher: What are you talking about?  Don-
ald:  Yesterday you said it's H to O. 
 

Teacher: Winnie, name one important thing we have today that we 
didn't have 10 years ago.  Winnie: Me! 
 

Teacher:  George Washington not only chopped down his father's cherry 
tree, but also admitted it.  Now, Louie, do you know why his father didn't 
punish him?  Louie:  Because George still had the axe in his hand..... 
 

Teacher:  Clyde, your composition on 'My Dog' is exactly the same 
as your brother's.  Did you copy his?  Clyde:  No sir, it's the same dog. 
 

Teacher:  Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on talking 
when people are no longer interested?  Harold:  A teacher. 
 

DOCTOR-PATIENT EXPERIENCES: 
 

At the beginning of my shift, I placed a stethoscope on an elderly 
and slightly deaf female patient's anterior  chest wall.  "Big 
breaths".....I instructed.  "Yes, replied the patient, "they used to be." 
 

One day I had to be the bearer of bad news when I told a wife that 
her husband had died of a 'massive myocardial infarct'.   No more 
than five minutes later I heard her reporting to the rest of the family 
that he had died of a 'massive internal fart.' 

  

 
The Platte AARP Chapter 1390 meeting is held at 12:00 noon every second 

Tuesday of every month in the Stratford Room at Wexford Place, 6500 N. 

Cosby Ave., Kansas City, MO, 64151.  Persons age 50 and over are welcome.  

We have hot lunches, entertainment, and door prizes. We focus on keeping 

Social Security, Medicare and Health Care safe, secure, and strong, 

preserving our life answers. Call early for reservations at  816-455-0135 or  

816-808-0991. See you soon!  

In 1951 the Lake Waukomis Garden Club was established.  After it 
was determined that interest in gardening was waning, the Lake Wau-
komis Women’s Club was established in 1965.  In 1964, the Sport-
man’s Club was established but folded after a few years.  We now 
have the Lake Waukomis Men’s Club that was established in 1998.  
The Green Team was established in 2003 and the Community Garden 
below the dam was established in 2010.  I don’t know when the Retir-
ee’s began to meet but I know it was more than 30 years ago.   All of 
these groups are so important to our community.  Our volunteers make 
our community special.   

by Donna Rhodus, Lake Waukomis Historian 

Ida Clayton (on left), 
with Patti Clark, at 
the August Retiree’s 
Club meeting. 

Donna Rhodus won the raffle 
prize, which was a signed 
copy of Lake resident Kenny 
Kieser’s book, Missouri’s 
Great Flood of ‘93.  If you’d 
like a copy of this excellent 
book, contact Kenny at kie-
serkenneth@gmail.com. 
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by  Jack Williams, President 

The Men’s Club would like to extend a big thank you to everyone who participat-
ed in the 2018 Hot Dam Party.  By all accounts, everyone had a good time.  It 
was truly a family event, but it was hard to determine who had the most fun; the 
adults or the kids.  I guess it just proves that no matter what age you are, we are 
all kids at heart.  If you missed this year’s Hot Dam Party, make it a point to at-
tend it in 2019.  As they say, a good time was had by all. 
The Hot Dam Party is not the end of the season for the Men’s Club.  By the time 
you read this, work on upgrading the ball diamonds in South Park will be well 
under way.  So far the Men’s Club has helped put up a new back stop on the 
south diamond.  Now that the Hot Dam Party is finished we will be helping strip 
the weeds and crab grass off the outfields, picking up rocks, and seeding both 
diamonds with grass.  There is more fencing to be put up as well as leveling the 
infields on both fields and in general sprucing up the entire park.  We are looking 
forward to turning an already good set of diamonds into a great set of diamonds.  
As always, new members are welcome, so don’t be afraid to come out and join 
us, meet your neighbors, and help make Lake Waukomis the great place to live 
that it is. 
Following completion of the South Park project, the Men’s Club will begin work 
on the new steps and landing at the spillway.  The Men’s Club will be paying for 
the materials, building the forms, and doing the design and layout work on the 
project.  When completed, we expect this to be a great beautification effort to our 
dam and spillway area.  And remember, the funds for this project have come 
from everyone who has participated in the Men’s Club events this year.  Your 
participation is what makes these Lake projects possible. 
The next Men’s Club meeting will be Monday, September 10th , in the Community 
Building, beginning at 7:00 pm.  This is the same night as the Women’s Club 
meeting, but they are meeting in the park so no conflict is anticipated.  If it rains 
(let’s all hope so) both groups will meet in the Community Building, but in sepa-
rate meeting rooms. A meal and refreshments will be served, with entertainment 
to follow.  The door prize will be a bottle of McCormick’s whiskey. 

CONTEST FOR ALL                   
LAKE WAUKOMIS RESIDENTS 
 

Everyone watches daily weather fore-
casts hoping to hear that enough rain is 
heading our way to fill the lake to nor-
mal levels again.  We all know it will 
happen, but WHEN?  Rather than just 
worrying about it, let’s have some fun with it.   The MEN’s CLUB 
has created a contest as a fund raiser, and everyone is invited to enter.   
 

To enter this contest, predict the DATE and HOUR you think water 
will once again flow across the spillway.  Enter as many times as 
you want.  Each entry will be $5.00.  The money will be held in a sepa-
rate account until the contest ends and a winner is announced.  The per-
son with the closest prediction will receive 50% of the money in 
the pot.  The remaining 50% will be contributed to the city to spend 
on upgrading street signs and traffic signs on our lake roads. 
 

Checks should be made payable to the Men’s Club, $5.00 for 
every prediction.  Encourage everyone in your family to make a 
prediction.  Checks may be mailed to John Douglas at 843 NW 
South Shore Drive or to the city office at 1147 NW South Shore 
Drive, Attn:  Men’s Club.  If submitting cash, place the money in 
an envelope and deliver it to the city office during normal work 
hours, or place it in the secure lock box on the side of the building 
near the city office door.  All entries MUST include your name, 
phone number, and predicted date/hour, as well as the $5.00 per 
entry fee.  Join the fun as we all wait for this extended drought to end. 
 

The deadline for submitting predictions is Tuesday, September 4, 
2018.  Once all entries are submitted, a list of predictions will be 
published on the city Facebook page or the Lake Waukomis.org 
web site.  The contest will end when lake water once again flows 
across and over the spillway.   John Douglas and Mike Gibbany 
will serve as judges. 
 

Questions may be directed to John Douglas at 816-741-2670.  
Make your predictions and start your rain dances now!      

September:    
10 - Monthly Meeting 
 
October: 
1 - Monthly Meeting 
13 - Fall Clean-up 
20 - Boat Winterization 

December: 
2 - Sleigh Rides 
3 - Monthly Meeting (Elect New 
Officers, Nominate Man of Year) 
8 - Red Bag Pick-up 
13 - Red Bag Distribution 
22 - Men’s Christmas Luncheon 

November: 
4 - Pumpkin Roll 
5 - Monthly Meeting 
10 - Veteran’s Day Set-up 
11 - Veteran’s Day Breakfast 
18 - Christmas Decorations Up 
25 - Mayor’s Christmas Tree Lighting 

Above:  Mike Gibbany and Dale Crouch 
broke in the new backstop with Dale 
slapping a hard line drive up the middle. 
At right:  The inflatable slide was popular 
at the Hot Dam Party. 

Above:  1st order of business to prepare for the Hot 
Dam Party was to clean the spillway.  Below:  Pizza, hot 
wings, brats, pulled pork - there was plenty to eat at the 
Hot Dam Party thanks to Terry Hoog and his helpers. 
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by Theresa Edwards, President 

As I write this article, we are finalizing our Early Bird Membership 
Drive.  If you missed our Early Bird Drive, you are still not too 
late!  Please call Melanie Gibson and request a  Membership Form 
be delivered to your door.  Melanie can be reached at 913-207-
6392.  All Membership Dues help support our Membership Meetings 
and many Community Projects.   
 
Please join us in South Park on Monday, September 10th, for our 
first Membership Meeting of the year.  September typically is our 
most well-attended meeting and when we take our annual Member-
ship Picture so we hope you will join us.  Our theme this year is 
SERVE YOUR HERITAGE!  Please note that we will be taking our 
Directory group photo at 6:30 pm at South Park, so please don’t 
be late! 
 
October will be here before you know it, so mark your calendars for 
the Annual Trunk or Treat and Project Warmth blanket and coat col-
lection at South Park on Saturday, October 27th, time to be deter-
mined. Our Membership meeting in October will be October 8th. 
 
December 2 is the date set for the Holiday Bazaar and Homes 
Tour.  Gale Fisher and Susan Sanderson are chairpersons for the 
event should you wish to reserve your spot at the Bazaar or show off 
your latest home project!   
 
Our calendar will be pub-
lished soon!   
 
See you around the Lake!  

Outgoing Kitchen Committee Chair Janus Hinson (at right) 
shows incoming Chair Marcia Douglas some of the kitchen 
maintenance duties. 

Lake Waukomis Women’s Club Officers and Committee Chairs for 2018-2019.  Seated, L-R:  Susan Sanderson, Ways and Means 
Committee Co-Chair; Toni Wyrick, Care Team Committee Chair; Theresa Edwards, President; Teresa Brinkmeyer, Treasurer.  
Standing, L-R:  Teddi Wolff, Historian; Marcia Douglas, Kitchen Committee Chair; Gale Fisher, Ways and Means Committee Co-
Chair; Melanie Gibson, Membership Committee Chair;  Jansen Fredal, Community Service Committee Chair; Mickie Schroeder, Vice
-President; Holly Miriani, Parliamentarian; Linda Hinds, Secretary.  Not pictured:  Cindy Todd, Hostesses & Hospitality Committee 
Chair.   
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PHYLLIS MARJORIE WRIGHT 

Lake Waukomis resident Phyllis Marjorie Wright, (83), 
daughter of the late Walter & Chelcea Burton, was born 
on September 26, 1934 in Salina, Kansas and departed 
this life on August 8, 2018 in North Kansas City, Mis-
souri. She was a member of the 1952 graduating class 
in North Kansas City High School and was voted best 
dancer in the Jitterbug. In her early years she worked 
for Niagara Therapy before making the transition into 
the funeral service industry. She worked for Mount 
Moriah Terrace Park North Funeral Home for over 
twenty years. During her time of service, she earned 
several awards with S.C.I and was later inducted into 
the S.C.I hall of fame. Not only did she earn the love 
and admiration for those she worked with, she also 
captured the hearts of the community she lovingly 
served. Phyllis never met a stranger nor did she ever 
make an enemy. She truly loved spending her time 
caring for those around her. She was a loving and de-
voted mother, wife, Nani-P, and a friend to many peo-
ple. She will be truly missed by all who loved and knew 
her. Phyllis was preceded in death by her parents; her 
sister, Dona Williams; her two brothers in law, Bruce 
Williams and Ronnie Joy; and one sister in law, Anna 
Lou Burton. She is survived by her husband, Dennis 
Wright; her children, Michael Ferrara, Gina Ferrara, 
Connie Balano, Patricia Ferrara, Judy Ferrara and Ja-
son Wright & wife Latha; her brother; Walter Burton; her 
sister; Ruthie Joy; 22 grandchildren; 25 great-
grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews who will 
all truly miss her. Funeral services were conducted on 
Sunday, August 12, 2018 at 2 pm at Terrace Park Fu-
neral Home. Visitation was held on Sunday, prior to the 
service, from 12:00-2:00 pm. Interment took place in 
Terrace Park Cemetery in what is known as "Phyllis 
Island". Pallbearers were her grandsons, Charles Fer-
rara, Frank Valdez, Cameron Baker, Phillip Balano, 
Ralph Siraguso, Frank Siraguso and Andy MacNaugh-
ton. Online condolences and register book entries may 

be left at Terraceparkfuneral.com. 

Adapted from the obituary published in the Kansas City 

Star on 8/10/18. 

THANK YOU 
 

We would like to thank the Lake Waukomis Women’s 
Club Care Team for providing food for our family mem-
bers.  The food and kind thoughts were a big help and 
much appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dennis Wright and family 

City Minutes, continued from page 10 
 
Reinvestment of CD’s:  Alderman Wurzer reported that some of our CD’s will be maturing September 1st. Some 
banks are currently offering up to 2.44% on CD rates. Alderman Douglas made a motion to allow the treasurer, 
Alderman Wurzer and the City Clerk to address the CD’s that are maturing and go with the financial institution that 
has the most efficient rates. Alderman Wurzer seconded and the motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 

Business License for contractors:  It was discussed that the City needs to have better control over who is doing 
work in Lake Waukomis. Our City attorney is working on an ordinance that will require contractors to be licensed. 
They will need to have proper certification, bonding, liability insurance, etc. The new ordinance should be ready for 
the September meeting. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

Proposed Ordinance 521:  Alderwoman Hankinson sponsored Bill No. 08082018-02 and read same by title. 
Copies of Bill No. 08082018-02 were available for public review. Bill No. 08082018-02 being “AN ORDINANCE 
FIXING THE RATE OF TAXATION IN THE CITY OF LAKE WAUKOMIS, MISSOURI, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2018.” Alderwoman Hankinson moved to approve Bill No. 08082018-02 as printed. 
Alderman Douglas seconded and the motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 

Returned check fee – Resolution 235:  Mayor Todd asked for approval on Resolution 235 regarding returned 
checks. This gives the City Clerk the authority to charge a $20.00 returned check fee for checks written without 
sufficient funds in the bank. Alderman Douglas moved to approve the resolution and Alderman Wurzer seconded, 
and it was approved by unanimous vote. 
 

Trout Resolution 236:  Mayor Todd asked for approval on Resolution 236 regarding the annual stocking of the 
trout. Lake Waukomis will be stocked with trout, and the annual season and period of time during which fish may 
be taken from the Lake will be announced by the HOA Conservation Committee Chairman. Alderwoman 
Hankinson moved to approve the resolution, Alderman Wurzer seconded, and it was approved by unanimous vote. 
 

Speed limit discussion:  Mayor Todd stated that he was asked by a resident about changing the speed limit on 
the Lake to 25 mph. A short discussion was held and the Board had no interest in increasing the speed limit. 
 

Miscellaneous:  Alderman Douglas stated that the Men’s Club was sponsoring a contest where anyone can pay 
$5 and submit a DATE and TIME prediction on when water will once again flow across the spillway. The winner 
that guesses correctly or their prediction is the closest will receive 50% of the money in the pot. The remaining 
50% will be contributed to the City, by the Men’s Club, to spend on upgrading street signs and traffic signs on the 
Lake roads. Participants can submit predictions and $5 to City Hall or mail a check to John Douglas at 843 South 
Shore. Please make checks payable to the Men’s Club.  In addition to predictions, entries must include a name 
and telephone number.  Deadline for submitting entries is September 4. 
 

Mayor Todd reported that he received a letter from KC Water, Wastewater Treatment Division regarding the mal-
function of their pump station in Lake Waukomis. They have determined that the initial cause was a blockage in 
the suction inlet of the station, causing the pumps to air lock. The City is working closely with KC to address and 
correct the problem. Several steps have already been made to minimize the chances of this happening again. 
Mike Gibbany will now be alerted on his phone immediately if a pumping station goes down. 
 

Bill Ruckman requested the Board to establish procedures on what tree trimming over the roads is allowed to be 
done by the residents and what the HOA and/or City would be responsible for. Mayor Todd stated that he would 
need to do some research on this and would get back to Bill. 
 

Adjournment – At 9:09 PM Alderwoman Hankinson moved to conduct a closed session to discuss personnel/HR 
matters pursuant to RSMo. 610.021(3). Alderman Wurzer seconded and the motion carried by unanimous vote. 
  

The closed session was convened at 9:17 PM. 
 

At 9:25 PM Alderwoman Hankinson moved to end the closed session. Alderman Douglas seconded and the mo-
tion was carried by unanimous vote. 
  

The regular meeting was reconvened at 9:25 PM and was adjourned at 9:35 PM.   

BOATERS                                                 

To make an access appointment 

for the Spillway, please call: 
 

Larry Marsh – 746-4573 

Dale Crouch – 389-9984 

Bill Massock – 536-2754 

Stan Widau – 507-3638 

Gary Fiddler – 741-5063 

Note that spillway access is restricted and appointment is 

required.  Please contact one of the spillway volunteers a           

week ahead if possible to arrange spillway access. 

http://terraceparkfuneral.com/


 

 

LAKE WAUKOMIS NEWS 

LAKE WAUKOMIS ASSOCIATION 
Board of Directors 
August 14, 2018 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 PM 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

MOMENT OF SILENCE:  In memory of Phyllis Wright   
 

ROLL CALL:  Directors Present: Terry Hoog, Dale Crouch, Cindy Law,           
Laura Church, Jim Hopper,  Les Petersen,  Bill Ruckman, Sandi Garri-
son, Ed Landis, Teddi Wolff.  Donna Rhodus, Adm.Coor.  Excused:  
Frank Ellis, Tyler Shaw.   
  
Guests    President Hopper welcomed the following guests: Melanie 
Gibson, Cheryl Riney, Peggy Coriell, Art Kellogg, Gary & Gale Fisher, 
Louisa Libby, Alderwoman Hankinson and Acting Chief Bill Massock,    
 

Minutes    Ms. Garrison moved to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting as printed.  Ms. Wolff  seconded, and the motion carried by 
unanimous vote.   
 

Treasurer’s Report    Ms. Church  reviewed the current financial reports.   
After discussion, Ms. Church moved to approve the bills for payment.  
Mr. Crouch seconded and the motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
Cell Tower Report    President Hopper gave an update on the proposed 
amendment to our cell tower contract and the changes to the facility.  
The new pole will not look like bark but they proposed to paint it brown.  
The amendment calls for a signing fee of $20,000.00 and another 
$20,000.00 at ground breaking and the monthly payment will increase by 
$1,063.00.  The amendment was reviewed by our attorney, Jim Ensz.  
After discussion,  Mr. Crouch moved to approve the amendment with the 
understanding the pole will be a color of our choice.  Mr. Ruckman se-
conded and the motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
North Lakes Property Offer    President Hopper said there are issues 
with sub-dividing the land, which is in the city limits of Kansas City.  He 
said a permanent easement was offered.   Discussion followed and Pres-
ident Hopper said he will continue to pursue the proposed purchase of 
the area adjacent to our roadway.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  President Hopper asked for committee re-
ports.  All written reports are on file and available upon request.  He en-
couraged the Board to send written reports, and for the Directors to be 
sure and read them.  This is to reduce the time spent at the meeting. 
Mr. Ruckman suggested copies of the written report be made available 
to residents attending the meeting.   
 
Community Appearance   Ms. Wolff submitted a written report.  She 
said a tree on Association property was treated for bagworms.  She has 
scheduled the annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner for November 18, 
2018.  After discussion, she moved to approve up to $600.00 from her 
budget for this event.  Ms. Law seconded and the motion carried by 
unanimous vote. 

Conservation   A written report was submitted. 
 

Dock Placement    Mr. Crouch reported on docks not in compliance and 
the written notices that were sent.   
 

Ecology/Environmental Efforts    Ms. Garrison scheduled the commu-
nity building for two speakers to speak about water quality and native 
plants.  Also, she wants to obtain organic compost, as she did last year,  
for our resident’s use. 
 

4th of July   Ms. Gibson and Ms. Wolff spoke about the financial report 
for this past 4th of July event (copy attached) and about plans for 2019.  
Ms. Gibson said the events are scheduled from July 3rd thru 7th in 2019.  
After discussion, Mr. Crouch moved to reserve $20,000.00 for an ad-
vance to cover purchases, including the fireworks, for the 2019 event.  
Mr. Petersen second and the motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 

Newspaper     Ms. Wolff said the deadline for the next edition of the 
NEWS is August 20th.   
 

Parkway   Mr. Ruckman submitted a written letter. He said he is meeting 
with a tree contractor to obtain a quote to remove two dead trees.  Also, 
he passed out a written article regarding the need to water trees during 
this period of drought.  He reported on seawalls in disrepair that are po-
tentially dangerous.  Letters were sent with no response at this time.  
Discussion followed regarding action to be taken if the seawalls are not 
repaired.   
 

Silt Management    Mr. Ellis submitted a written report.  He contracted 
with Downing Construction to remove silt in the cove between 500 and 
600 block.  The work has been delayed due to  damaged equipment.    
 

Stormwater Control   President Hopper submitted a written report.  He 
said the design work for the 2018 Platte County Stormwater Grant has 
been approved and ready for bids.  He spoke about a ditch problem 
causing seawall erosion issues.  He and Mike Gibbany are working out a 
solution.  Discussion was held regarding the need for a laser transit to 
use on ditch management.  After discussion, Mr. Landis moved to ap-
prove up to $950.00 for a laser transit.  Mr. Crouch second and the mo-
tion carried by unanimous vote.   
 

Trailer Park   Mr. Crouch reported they are still working on reorganizing 
the trailer park area and should be finished within the next month. 
 

South Park Grant   Alderwomen Hankinson said the city will soon start 
on the grant project to improve the South Park outfield.  She outlined the 
scope of work to be done. 
 

Water Quality and Zebra Mussel Prevention   Ms. Law submitted a 
written report. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
Hall of Fame   President Hopper said the committee will be meeting 
soon to nominate a resident for the Hall of Fame.   
 
Adjournment     The meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM. 
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 **************************************DRAFT********************************* 
CITY OF LAKE WAUKOMIS                                                          
Board of Aldermen 
August 8, 2018 
 

TAX LEVY HEARING:  The tax levy hearing was called to order by Mayor Dennis Todd at 
7:00 PM on August 8, 2018 at the Community Building.  Aldermen Wurzer, Alderman Libby, 
Alderman Douglas and Alderwoman Hankinson were in attendance. Michael Gibbany, Bill 
& Sandy Massock, Bill Ruckman, Frank Ellis, Dale & Kerrie Richardson, Jeff & Jan Lacy, 
Dale Crouch, Marica Douglas, Don Fredal, Kris & Theresa Kulsrud, Louisa Libby, Anna 
Brown and Cheryl Collier were present.  The proposed tax levy for the fiscal year beginning 
January 1, 2018 was reviewed.  Discussion followed.  At 7:05 PM Mayor Todd called for 
adjournment of the tax hearing. The motion was made by Alderman Douglas and seconded 
by Alderman Libby and approved by unanimous vote. 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  The regular meeting of the Board of Aldermen of the City of Lake 
Waukomis, Missouri was called to order by Mayor Dennis Todd at 7:05 PM, on August 8, 
2018 at the Community Building.  Alderman Jeff Libby, Alderman John Wurzer, Alderman 
John Douglas and Alderwoman Debora Hankinson were present as the roll call was taken 
by Jennifer Miller, City Clerk.  
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 

Guests:  Mayor Todd welcomed the following guests:  Michael Gibbany, Bill & Sandy 
Massock, Bill Ruckman, Frank Ellis, Dale & Kerrie Richardson, Jeff & Jan Lacy, Dale 
Crouch, Marica Douglas, Don Fredal, Kris & Theresa Kulsrud, Louisa Libby, Anna Brown 
and Cheryl Collier. 
 

Consent Agenda:  The following topics were on the consent agenda to be acted upon with 
one motion:     Minutes of the Previous Meeting / Accounts Payable.  Alderman Douglas moved to 
approve the consent agenda, Alderman Libby seconded. The motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 

Reports:  The following written reports were submitted and are on file at the City Office: 
Financial/Collector, Water Department, Building Inspector, and Police Department. 
 

Water Department:  The State of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources determined 
our drinking water to be satisfactory July 11, 2018.  
 

Parks/IT:  Alderwoman Hankinson reported that the backstop at ballfield #2 has been 
completed thanks to the help of the Men’s Club. The ballfields will be closed for the rest of 
the season starting August 20th. The goal is to have the first seeding done the week of 
September 3rd. Irrigation for the ballfields was discussed. Alderwoman Hankinson will have 
more information on cost at the September meeting. The deadline for the Park Grant work 
to be finished is Mid November. Alderwoman Hankinson also reported that we are still 
waiting on the work to widen 72nd to start, and then the existing entrance sign will be relo-
cated to the South Park entrance. 
 

Dam:  Alderman Douglas provided an update regarding seepage from the spillway abut-
ments, as there has been considerable confusion and misinformation since our lake level 
has dropped during the extended drought that began in October 2017.  The weir that 
measures the seepage from the spillway and west abutment of the dam currently has a 
reading of 6.0 inches.  This converts to a seepage rate of 204 gallons per minute, or 
293,760 gallons per day.  The weir pipe has recently been repaired and cleaned, so we are 
confident the readings are now accurate.  Even though this sounds like a lot of seepage, it 
is actually fairly reasonable for our rock, shale, limestone dam.  As the lake level has 
dropped, the seepage rate has been reduced.  We also have an outflow of water at the east 
abutment that is not measured but appears to be approximately the same volume.  At this 
point, we are not sure if that water is from an existing spring or the lake itself. Prior to grout-
ing the dam in 2003, we were losing an estimated total of 1,111,000 gallons per day from 
the east and west abutments. We are not close to that amount of seepage now.  The City 
Board of Aldermen is very much aware grouting will be required again at some future date.  
In 2003, the Board had to borrow the money to pay for this procedure.  With that in mind, 
money is being put into a reserve account so we will be able to pay cash for the grouting 
when the seepage reaches the point it is needed, but we are not there yet.  The total grout-
ing cost in 2003 was $122,000, but it will likely be even more expensive next time. It is 
possible to lose as much as an inch of water on a single hot, windy, and humid day in 
August just from evaporation, so the lake level will continue to drop if we do not get rain. 
Everyone is frustrated and disappointed that the lake level is so low, as it has certainly had 
a negative impact on boating and lake activities.  However, the primary reason for the low 
lake level is directly related to a lack of rain, not a leak in the dam as has been rumored.  
The MO Department of Natural Resources will be inspecting the dam in September or 
October, and information in their report will be announced.  In the meantime, residents can 
rest assured the dam and spillway are safe.   
 

Maintenance:  Mike Gibbany reported he has been getting estimates for road patching.  

He also reported that the sewer cleaning being done by Insituform has begun, and that they 
have located a break that needs repairing around the 871 area. Repairs will need to be 
done before the lining can be put in. He asks all residents to please comply with any re-
quests that this company may have while cleaning and repairing, such as moving your 
vehicle and making sure they are able to access any areas they need to reach. Mike also 
presented a couple of quotes from Cockrell Paving and MAX Paving for more road repair 
that needs to be done. There were a few areas that needed to be removed from the quotes, 
however. Mike will get updated quotes and present them at the September meeting. 
 

Department of Public Safety:  Interim Chief Massock reported that in the month of July, 
there were 1200 miles of patrolling. He also reported that the police boat is on the ground 
and they are unable to use it until the lake rises. It was suggested that a resident allow the 
Police to use their dock in the mean-time, in case we need it in an emergency. Jack Wil-
liams offered his dock to Interim Chief Massock. He thanked Jack and said he would get 
with him on setting that up. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

Proposed Ordinance 520:  Alderwoman Hankinson sponsored Bill No. 08082018-01 and 
read same by title. Copies of Bill No. 08082018-01 were available for public review. Bill No. 
08082018-01 being “AN ORDINANCE OF LAKE WAUKOMIS, MISSOURI, TO ESTABLISH 
A PROCEDURE TO DISCLOSE POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND SUB-
STANTIAL INTERESTS FOR CERTAIN OFFICIALS”. Alderwoman Hankinson moved to 
approve Bill No. 08082018-01 as printed. Alderman Douglas seconded and the motion 
carried by unanimous vote.   
 

Proposed Ordinance 522:  Alderman Libby sponsored Bill No. 08082018-03 and read 
same by title. Copies of Bill No. 08082018-03 were available for public review. Bill No. 
08082018-03 being “AN ORDINANCE REPEALING SECTION 400.080 ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER – POWERS AND DUTIES AND ENACTING IN ITS PLACE A NEW SECTION 
400.080 ENFORCEMENT OFFICER – POWERS AND DUTIES”. Alderman Libby moved to 
approve the first reading of Bill No. 08082018-03 as printed.  Alderman Douglas seconded 
and the motion carried by the following vote:  Allderwoman Hankinson – Aye, Alderman 
Wurzer – Aye,  Alderman Libby – Aye, Alderman Douglas – Nay.  The second and third 
reading of this ordinance will be at the next meeting in September. Alderman Douglas 
requested more information regarding what policies and procedures would be put in place 
for the code enforcement officer, as well as pay rates for the position. 
 

Proposed Ordinance 523:  This ordinance was tabled until next month because it is relat-
ed to the passing of proposed ordinance 522. 
 

Proposed Ordinance 524:  This ordinance was tabled until next month because it was 
related to the passing of proposed ordinance 522. 
 

Proposed Ordinance 525:  Alderman Douglas sponsored Bill No. 08082018-06 and read 
same by title. Copies of Bill No. 08082018-06 were available for public review. Bill No. 
08082018-06 being “AN ORDINANCE REPEALING SECTION 500.200. FENCE – APPLI-
CATION – FILING FEE AND ENACTING IN ITS PLACE A NEW SECTION 500.200. 
FENCE – APPLICATION – FILING FEE”. Alderman Douglas moved to approve Bill No. 
08082018-06 as printed. Alderman Libby seconded; the motion carried by unanimous vote.   
 

New resident water deposits and application:  The amendment to our current water 
deposit ordinance is with the City attorney, and we hope to have it ready at the September 
meeting. This will require ANY new resident to pay a water deposit and not just renters. 
There will also be a service application that new residents will have to complete. 
 

New modules to Jayhawk to accept electronic payments and a Square account:  The 
City Clerk, Alderwoman Hankinson and resident Kris Kulsrud have been working on a way 
to allow residents to start paying their water bill electronically. Jayhawk water billing offers a 
couple of different modules to allow this. There will be a small cost to the residents if they 
choose to use this service. Also, we are working towards getting an iPad and Square ac-
count to accept payments at City Hall for other items such as building permits, car stickers, 
pet tags, etc. We hope to have everything up and running in a couple of months and let 
residents know once this option is available. Alderwoman Hankinson made a motion to 
approve $3000 for the two Jayhawk modules, PSN fees and for the iPad. $1000 is to come 
from account 52020 (Software – Water Billing) and $2000 to come from account 52023 
(Equip Repairs). Alderman Wurzer seconded and the motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 

Building permit fees:  Alderman Douglas gave feedback on the proposed building inspec-
tion fees made by Building Inspector Matt Sauer at July’s meeting. Alderman Wurzer 
agreed with the proposed amounts that Alderman Douglas submitted, as did the rest of the 
Board. Mayor Todd will move forward with having our City attorney amend the current 
ordinance and have it ready for the September meeting. 
 
City Minutes continued on page 8 
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WATER QUALITY IN OUR LAKE AND PLANT LIFE 
AROUND IT by Sandi Garrison, Environmental/Ecology Efforts Chair 

 

We, the residents of Lake Waukomis, live in this wonderful setting with a 
beautiful body of water and a picturesque landscape. Yet, it is nestled in-
side a metropolitan area. There’s lots going on outside of our city limits 
involving construction of all types, new roads, dry as a bone weather pat-
terns, storm water run-off, pesticides, fertilizers and people close by that 
just aren’t aware of how precious our water is. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for Wednesday, Aug. 28th from 6:30-8 pm, 
at the Community Building.  There will be a community information gath-
ering scheduled to present facts and ideas of how to keep our lake water 
safe and healthy from all that is going on around us. Speakers Stephen 
Van Rhein and Paula Diaz will be discussing stormwater runoff issues and 
the impact of using native plants to mitigate the runoff of chemicals into the 

lake, as well as the best way to plant for that control.  

Also in their discussion will be how to landscape with native plants and 

increase the benefit of pollinators (birds and the bees). Our speakers will 

increase our knowledge and passion for the natural habitat we know and 

love, and help us to keep it that way. 

ALL RESIDENTS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND. REFRESHMENTS WILL 

BE SERVED.  HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!    

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR SEPT. 20TH:                 
LEARN MORE ABOUT RECYCLING! 

by Sandi Garrison – HOA Environmental/Ecology Efforts Committee Chair 

Everyone is welcome!! We will have a wonderful speaker from Mid America 
Regional Council (MARC), Matt Riggs, to present information regarding all types 
of recycling. As you know, we have the ability to take our solid wastes to be 
recycled at no cost to us as residents.  
 

The City of Lake Waukomis pays a fee each year to give us the ability to get rid 
of toxic items such as old paint, oil and lawn chemicals we no longer need in our 
garages or basements. This is a privilege that we should take advantage of as 
often as possible and be thankful we have this liberty. Please never store toxins 
near the soil or pour into the sewer!!! 
 

The meeting is set for Thursday, September 20th at 6:30 pm at the Commu-
nity Building. Refreshments will be provided. This will also be posted in LW 
Facebook.  There will be time for questions so jot down your concerns or per-
haps suggestions and let’s talk about it!  

 WHITETAIL DEER AND FLOWERS 
by Kenneth L. Kieser 

 

Whitetail deer are creatures of habit. They return 
to areas where easy food is available--including 
flowers you planted.  Deer are fringe animals, 
meaning they survive in areas close to neighbor-
hoods. Unpressured deer may be seen in daylight 
while deer living in rural areas where hunting is 
common adapt nocturnal habits for survival.  We 

constantly see deer around the lake.  

Deer love easy. Feeding in the woods on sweet grass and other deli-
cious plants makes them feel safe.  Unlimited food and cover are how 
deer survive. Problem is, when unusually cool or dry conditions slow the 
growth of native plants, deer hunt for food and this may include visiting 

your yard.  

Whitetail deer have four stomachs. They gorge on food stored in one 
stomach. Later they will bring up balls of the vegetation and chew it for 
proper digestion. There is a great deal more to their digestive tract, but 
this is why deer can eat large quantities of a wide variety of plants, in-
cluding flowers you worked all summer to save in this drought.  
Yet even tame deer have a built-in fear of humans. So, deer feed in 
Waukomis yards at night. We have lost a number of plants over the 

years from these unwanted visitors,     especially moss roses. 

Deer poop is a tell-tale sign. A small pile of black, oval pellets slightly 
larger than a rabbit’s is common. Deer digesting their food will poop 
more than ten to thirteen times in a 24-hour period, so some will likely 
be in your yard.   Bucks leave nasty calling cards too. Last fall a buck 
rubbed the sugar maple tree I planted in the center of my front yard. 
This means shredding the tree bark with his antlers, either practicing 
fighting techniques or rubbing the velvet off. Either way, we did every-

thing possible to save the beautiful tree, but it recently died. 

So how do you discourage deer from eating plants? Many swear by 
commercial deer repellents. Hot pepper spray is another good method. 
Deer may take one bite and likely leave to find water. Chances are they 
won’t make the same mistake twice. Soap flakes, too, are said to dis-
courage deer, and human hair spread on plants works well because 
even so-called “tame” deer survive by avoiding human odors. Problem 

is, I don’t have enough hair to spare. 

Deer will soon be roaming for forage, so take the appropriate steps to 
protect your investment. 

Deer feed at night in our 
yards.  Photo by Steve 
Matt. 

IS OUR LAKE SAFE? 
by Cindy Law,  Zebra Mussel Prevention / Water Quality Committee Chair 

 

We had an unusually challenging summer on the water with low water levels and a 
pump station failure.  A lot of people were asking “Is the lake safe for swimming?”  

So I thought I’d share some information about water quality. 

During the summers, we do routine testing for fecal coliform bacteria in the water. 
Coliform bacteria are measured because they are a reliable indicator of various 
types of water-borne pathogens.  Samples are collected and placed in an incubator 
for 24 hours.  When we read the results, we are always looking back in time, but it 
gives us an indicator as to the quality of the water.  When we have a known hazard, 
such as a pump station failure, testing is done daily and warnings are posted, until 

the bacteria reaches a safe level for recreational contact. 

Even without a known hazard, there are plenty of sources of fecal coliform in our 
environment, as it exists naturally in the soil. (It comes from animals and manure).   
Normally, this does not produce unsafe levels in the lake water, until we get a 
heavy rain.  After a heavy rain (when you see runoff flowing into the lake) it is al-
ways advised to wait 24 hours before swimming.  Normally it takes about 24 hours 
for the runoff to settle and/or oxidize.  Of course, the quantity of the runoff impacts 
the time it takes.  Given our incubation time, we cannot tell exactly the moment it 
becomes safe to swim, so we use the common-sense guideline of waiting 24 hours. 
 

WHAT CAN WE DO TO KEEP THE LAKE SAFE? 

Avoid or Minimize Fertilizers:  A healthy lawn or garden is good, but don’t overdo 
it.  Fertilizers can cause excess phosphorous in the lake which is associated with 
TOXIC algae blooms.  Phosphorous has a residual effect, so it can take decades 
for water quality to return to normal even if phosphorous is restricted.  Please be 
very careful with fertilizer use, as toxic algae has become a growing problem here 
in the Midwest. 
Scoop the Poop:  Cleaning up after your pets and wildlife helps reduce the amount 
of fecal matter running off into the lake. (And don’t feed or encourage the geese, 
who contribute a lot of poop to scoop!) 

Every-Day Safety Sense:  Teach kids not to swallow lake water. Report unusual 

sightings (dead fish, floating algae, discolored water, etc) so we can check those 

out.  Read the label on any chemicals used for cleaning, pest control, or lawn care.  

If it says “toxic to aquatic” life, it is not good for use near a lake.  Remember, when 

it rains, everything runs into the water. If we all work together, our lake will be safe 

for generations to come.  
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SKIP-BO® LADIES / MEN’S CARD GAME 
by Sheryl Gassman 

 

Try something fun and different!  Get in the com-
petitive spirit with the  Skip-Bo card game where 
players skillfully build their own stacks of sequen-
tially numbered, ascending cards.  Be the first to 
use all your cards by creating sequential stacks, 

and you ace the game!  We meet every Wednesday from 1-4 pm at the 
Community Building.  Bring your own beverage and a snack to share.  
Call Sheryl at 417-230-6332 if you have any questions. 

WAUKOMIS LADIES LUNCHEON GROUP  
 

The group will meet the 3rd Friday of each month at 12:30 
at a designated location.  Please RSVP to Sheryl 
Gassman at sherylgassman@yahoo.com at least 1 
week in advance so she can make reservations.  There 
will also be a sign up sheet at the Community Building.  Every month we will 
meet at a different location to try out and enjoy some of the different restau-
rants in the area.  If anyone wants to carpool, we can meet at the Communi-
ty Building at 12:00-ish to coordinate rides, etc.  This will be a monthly event 
so you can mark your calendars.  Questions, call Sheryl at 417-230-6332. 

HELP US HELP YOU! 
 

The Women’s Club Community Care 
Team can provide cards, food, run 
errands, give rides, or supply other 
assistance to Lake Waukomis families 
who have a need due to a death, illness, or other 
hardship.  Please call or text Toni Wyrick at 816-665
-6409 or email her at toniwyrick.rf@gmail.com if you 
have a need or know of someone here at Lake Wau-
komis who might need some assistance. Thanks for 
helping us help YOU! 

Our September Ladies Luncheon will be held at Trezo Mare, 4105 N. Mul-
berry Dr., KCMO, in the Village at Briarcliff.  We have reservations on the 
patio overlooking Kansas City.  Trezo Mare serves all styles of handcrafted 
food with an emphasis on Italian cuisine, fresh seafood and hard wood-fired 
steaks. We invite you to join us on the patio at 12:30 on Friday, Sept. 21st. 
Call Sheryl at 417-230-6332 to reserve a spot! 

FREE FOOD AT CHINN SCHOOL PARKING LOT - 
MOVES TO 3RD SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH.                    
QUESTIONS?  CALL DALE LIGHTFOOT  816-225-1046. 

LAKE WAUKOMIS GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 

September 8th is the date of our Lake Waukomis 
Golf Tournament.  The main goal of this  tournament 
is to give our lake residents the opportunity to meet 
with old friends and get to meet new neighbors.  The tourna-
ment will be held at Hodge Park Golf Course.  The format for 
this tournament will be a 4-person scramble with 3 different 
flights receiving awards.  Since there are 3 flights, it doesn’t 
matter whether your foursome is made up of low handicappers, 
mediocre players, or just plain duffers like most of us.  Any four-
some has a good opportunity to compete. 
 

The tournament is open to all lake residents and their guests.  
You must have at least 1 resident in your foursome.  You may 
form your own team or can sign up as a single or couple and we 
will assign you to a foursome.  Inserted in this edition of the 
NEWS is a registration form to sign up for the tournament. 

I MET AN ANGEL RECENTLY  
 

Some times angels don't have wings.  They're called human beings, but 

they act like angels.  That was my experience recently at the site of my car 

accident.   Half-way hanging out of the seat of my demolished car, I heard 

this gentle voice saying,  "just calm down--everything is OK.  The ambulance 

is on the way.  And your husband is taken care of".  Then this angel sug-

gested we sit in his car, so he assisted me across the road, when we began 

our brief conversation.  This angel began by asking  where I lived and said 

he also lived at Lake Waukomis real close to the community  building.  He 

told me his name was Joe and he had just quit his job and was going to 

college.  I guess about that time the ambulance arrived, but Joe's presence 

remained with me and I just marveled that a young person, as he was, had 

such wonderful, comforting and reassuring abilities.  I just had to find out 

who Joe was.  So Janus Hinson answered that need:  Joe Walker, a couple 

doors from her.  I just want folks at our splendid lake to know about this 

young angel  and what a miracle it was that he appeared exactly when I 

needed him.  
 

Gratefully,                           

Ida Clayton 

Former Lake Waukomis resident 
Michael Bidwell married the love 
of his life, Amber Croft, on July 
21st, 2018.  Mr. and Mrs. Bidwell 
live in Connecticut (her home 
state) where she is beginning her 
teaching career as a 7th grade 
math teacher.  Michael is pursu-
ing  his passion advocating for 
survivors of sexual assault at the 
Connecticut Crisis Center.  We 

love them, miss them, but could not be happier for them (information 
and photo submitted by Michael’s mom, Carolyn Bidwell Child). 

by Karen Hay 

Wow, what a crazy hot growing season this year for the 
community garden area!  From a cool then hot back to cool spring, it 
really messed up many of our crops. Some really relished the weather, 
like cucumbers and zucchini. Our plot with the green beans didn't do 
well and we heard that the Jamesport Amish farmers had the same 
problem with their beans. Some gardeners have started on their fall 
planting but we need rain! We will plan on a Spring open house, and 

sorry that the Fall one had to be cancelled for September. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=4105+N.+Mulberry+Dr.,+KCMO+in+the+Village&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=4105+N.+Mulberry+Dr.,+KCMO+in+the+Village&entry=gmail&source=g

